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Mt. Fuji
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Tokyo nowadays is filled with towering skyscrapers,
but in the Edo Period, Mt. Fuiji could be seen from
everywhere in the city, and it was both a national
symbol and an object of worship. This folding screen
shows the Sumida River running in front of Edo, and
Mt. Fuiji in the background, a view that is very similar
to the sight that can be seen to the southwest from
Tokyo Skytree.
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Hatchobori-Tsukiji area
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Hacchobori and Tsukiji at the time were port towns.
The Harumi area just beyond was still ocean. The
right side of the picture is the Tsukiji area, from
which a group of ships are moving toward Edo Bay
off Shinagawa. In front of that is the area where
Odaiba is now. A gorgeous ship is shown in the
picture. It is thought to be part of a parade of the
Tokugawa Shogunate's navy vessels.
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Zojo-ji Temple
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Zojo-ji Temple in Shiba Park, where Tokyo Tower
stands today, is famous as the location of the
Tokugawa Shogun's family grave. This picture shows
3rd-generation Shogun lemitsu participating in the
memorial service for 2nd-generation Shogun Hidetada.
It shows a procession of samurai in formal attire around
the palanquin carrying lemitsu. As proof that lemitsu
had entered the temple, his footwear is also shown.
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Kyobashi-Shimbashi area
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The area between Kyobashi Bridge at the right end
and Shimbashi Bridge at the left around the middle
of the picture is modern-day Ginza Chuo Street. It is
a part of the Tokaido Road that leads to Kyoto. The
streamers seen here and there are decorations for
Children's Day in May. On the left side of Shimbashi
Bridge, people are playing a badminton-like game
called hanetsuki, a New Year's Day custom. This
picture shows different events in different seasons.
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Edo Castle
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This castle was occupied by the Shogun before
becoming the Imperial Palace. The castle tower in the
rear to the right burned down in 1657. The foundation
for the rebuilt castle still exists in the main enclosure,
and it can be ascended even now. Joseon missions
to Japan that can be seen entering the castle from the
Ote-mon Gate in the front, along with the people
looking on, show that it was a peaceful time.

are reproduced on ceramic panels.
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Kanda area
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The front area is modern-day Akihabara, and the area
around the Kanda River on the left is modern-day
Ochanomizu. Yushima Tenjin Shrine on the right is
nearly identical to the current location. Like nowadays,
it was popular as the spot where the god of wisdom
was enshrined, but at the time samurai could also be
seen practicing archery on the shrine grounds. In the
back, we can see a part of Kana Shrine, where the
local Shinto deity of Edo is enshrined.
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Nihombashi Bridge is in the
middle at the back of the picture.
It was the busiest town in Edo,
where townsfolk, dandies, and
other people from all walks of life
mingled. On the left side of the
bridge, we see a bulletin board
where notices from the
Tokugawa Shogunate were
posted. In the front to the right is
ariverside fish market that was
the predecessor of the
Metropolitan Central Wholesale
Market. The right side is the area
where department stores are now
located. There were large stores
in the area at that time as well.
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This is modern-day Ueno Park. It was also a leisure spot
for local residents at the time. We see some people
viewing cherry blossoms under the trees in this picture,
which is the same as you might see today. Toshogu
Shrine is shown in the rear to the left. Nikko Toshogu
Shrine is the most famous; however, this Toshogu Shrine
is also impressive and remains today. The large image of

Buddha shown in the front of the shrine was destroyed. It
was reproduced later, but now only the face remains.
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Asakusa area
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Compared with today, it was a quieter town. On
the street stretching left from Senso-ji Temple, we
see the origin of today's Nakamise Shopping
District. Along the Sumida River to the front, we
see a port. Edo was a city of waterways featuring
a network of rivers and canals where sailing was
very popular.
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Edo period folding screens
The bustle of the city of Edo

The wall is decorated with Edo period
folding screens from the National Museum
of Japanese History that depict various
famous locations throughout Edo, showing
the bustling activity of the ancient city
through murals on porcelain panels. The
pair of 6-panel folding screens depicts the
scenery of the urban and suburban areas
of Edo in the early Edo period, highlighting
the achievements of Tokugawa lemitsu,
third shogun of the Tokugawa shogunate.
This pair of screens is one of only a few
historical artifacts that depict scenes from
the time that the Edo was founded.
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Haneda Nihonbashi Bridge

The original Nihonbashi Bridge is said to have been constructed in 1603 (year
8 of the Keicho era). The Haneda Nihonbashi Bridge is a reconstruction based
on the Nihonbashi Bridge as it was in the early 19th century.

* The reconstruction is approx. 25.5 meters long and 4 meters wide, half the
size of the original Nihonbashi Bridge.

The Haneda Nihonbashi Bridge was constructed with reference to the model
Nihonbashi Bridge in the Edo-Tokyo Museum, as well as to the book
“Restoration: The City of Edo.” The details of the reconstruction are an original
design meant to suit the visual style of a narrow street in ancient Edo.




